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Mshortly after the Civil War and 
ended in 1876. For three or four 
| years, women reverted to straight, 
| tight skirts, so tight it was difficult 


| back slowly and was reestablished by 
1880. Like many fashions, the bustle 
became more extreme toward the end 
of its reign. By 1889 women were 
ing “tea tray bustles.” By 1890 
the vogue had ended. 

About the period when the Good- 
|win parlor was originally con- 
structed, Mr. Callister said, there 
| began a time of frankly erotic dress. 
“In this period, dresses are pulled 
‘tight in front, emphasizing abdomen 
and breast. The bustle is, of course, 
~an emphatic or symbolic female pos- 
mterior. 

| Still paraphrasing the curator, so- 
cial historians say that dress is one 
/of the first things to change when 
“mores change. In 1870, a million 
“young men in Europe had lost their 
lives in comparatively recent wars. 
A million young women, then, were 


husband hunting. This is one possi- 
ble explanation for the pronounced 
erotic style in dress. Paris was su- 
preme in the fashion world and the 
_ cording to one writer, Worth clothed 
“every woman of the period who was 
“famous for wealth, birth, or scan- 
“eal.” The Englishman Worth_be- 
know how to dress a woman,” but 
in the English trade periodicals he 
was still being called “Worth the 
male milliner.” It would not be cor- 
that any designer has ever ruled the 
fashion world. The couturier does 
not create fashion, he ‘senses’ what 
women subconsciously want to wear.” 
_ be dressed and arranged to represent 
Christmas in the Goodwin parlor. 
_ Standing at the barrier and looking 
into the room, it seems that 1870 
the horizon line. o¢ 
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leading couturier was Worth. Ac- 

lieved that “one must be a man to 

| rect, Mr. Callister said, “to believe 

This year the mannikins will again 

has not disappeared forever below 
Acc. Nos 4luntisnar° 
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THE PERFECT GIFT FOR 
BIRD LOVERS The Satellite Bird 


Feeder is specially designed to attract the 
small, agile funbirds—chicadees, gold- 
finches, titmice. They feed, and start the 
Satellite twirling. They dart in, cling, pick 
out another sunflower seed. Marvelous 
fun to watch. And its patented spill-proof 
design really baffles squirrels, too. 6” in 
diameter, beautifully constructed from 
durable Dupont Lucite. Lightweight so it 
can be hung from small boughs or house 
eaves. Complete with hanging hardware 
and the approval of the National Audu- 
bon Society. A great gift at $8.95. 


Here’s what satisfied users say 

about this unique feeder: 

“| have been so very pleased with the 

ones | recently bought from you that | 

want two more for Christmas presents.” 
... Mrs. D. M. Chambliss, Knoxville, Tenn. 


“Several years ago | received a Satellite 
Bird Feeder as a gift. It has been the most 
satisfactory feeder that | have ever had.” 

... Mildred Lapsley, Alexandria, Va. 


“It is unlike any feeder and really out 


smarts the squirrels.”’ 
... Rhoda E. Mattoon, Cheshere, Conn. 


“This is the only feeder we have tried 
that completely baffles the squirrels.” 
... Mr. Merrill A. Hay, Cape Elizabeth, Me. 


“! have seen one of these at a friend’s 
house and think it a wonderful invention 
to keep the big birds out and best of all 
the squirrels of which we have too many. 
Congratulations to you for this design 
which is attractive as well as jsractical.”’ 

... Mrs. R. A. Sperry, Farmington, Conn. 


IT’S A GREAT GIFT. Order now. 
The Satellite Bird Feeder (pat.) is $8.95 
at these fine stores: 


Abercrombie & Fitch Co. ¢ F.A.O. Schwarz 
Hammacher Schlemmer * Georg Jensen, Inc. 
Johnny Appleseed’s * Marshall Field & Co. 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, Lincoln, Mass. 
... or order from JAMES R. WAITE 
Box 78-YCH, Manhasset, N.Y. 11030 
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INTRODUCTION: 


ieee This year, esas 
_versy to the still-smoldering fix 
_ sparked, by the opinions of Ralp 


der of a recent British expedition to the 


book, “The Big Nail,” published t 


American. arctic exploration for the 


at Dartmouth College, the Department es 
of Northern Affairs in Ottawa, and the - mo ae 
Centre d'Etudes rene in 1 Pore, | 


last great. : Coca / ric 
ile was the North Pole. 


tead, first to reach the Pole on 
mobile, and. ‘Wally Herbert, cot 


Pole, as well as Theon Wright in 


months ago. ‘Accordingly, we -aske 
Russell W. Gibbons to bring this tende 
subject up to date in the exclusive art 
cle for YANKEE which follows. M 
Gibbons has written on the subject rs 


journals of. the Stefansson Collection 


\ A RAN A WN KO RCRY 
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by RUSSELL W. cb i - 
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According to the author, “it is still 
impossible to... disprove that eithe 


@ THE SUMMER RESIDENTS IN THE POP- 
ular Maine resort colony of Harps- 
well were preparing to close up their 
cottages and homes and journey back 
to Portland, Boston, and New York 
as the first day of September, 1909, 
arrived. But in Brooklyn, New York, 
Dr. Robert D. Davidson was frantic. 


He held a brief, three-word cable- 
gram from Copenhagen, Denmark, 
which said simply: SUCCESSFUL 
AND WELL. FRED. It was ad- 
dressed to Mrs. Frederick A. Cook, a 
neighbor of the Davidsons on fash- 
ionable Bushwick Avenue in Brook- 
lyn. Mrs. Cook was spending the 


Above: Robert Edwin Peary aboard the Roosevelt in 1908. 


Left: Dr. Cook posed for this picture in the Antarctic in 1899, 


summer in South Harpswell and Dr. 
Davidson was at first unable to lo- 
cate her. 

By the time Mrs. Cook was located 
in Harpswell, other cables from Co- 
penhagen had inevitably made her 
the center of attention by both the 
press and the public. Her husband, a 


44-year-old physician with an itch to 
climb mountains and explore the 
uttermost polar caps of the earth, 
had not been heard from since 
March, 1908, when a small support 
party of Eskimos had left his expe- 
dition near the frozen shores of Axel 
Heiberg (continued on next page) 
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SILVER 
REPAIRED 
RESTORED 


E FT 

Antique or modern — black, dented, broken or bent! 

Your silverplate heavily resilvered sparkling & lovely; 
tea sets, vegetable dishes, trays, platters, candlesticks. 
Mother’s old pieces now so popular, 

Your sterling straightened, dents removed, spots cleaned, 
new insulators for handles, leaks and parts ‘soldered. Stain- 
less steel blades for old knives. New brushes, combs, mir- 
rors, nailfiles for dresser sets. A 

We restore in any metal. Pewter a_ specialty! 

ESTIMATES WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


ORUM SILVER CO., INC. 1946 Box 805, So. Vine St. 
Meriden, Conn. 06450 Tel. (203) 237-3037 


BIRD FEEDER 
DISPENSER 


APPROVED 
BY THE 
AUDUBON 
| SOCIETY 


JUMBO size 10 |b. capacity. 9x11x18”. Constructed 
of the finest lumber, hardware and glass, by a 
New Hampshire Artisan. Redwood finish and treated 
to resist the elements, This FEEDER is designed to 
give 10 years of good service. Hinged roof for 
easy loading, complete with hanging chains, screw 
eyes and two suet cakes. May be hung or placed 
on post or pipe. Makes a fine gift. Will ship any- 
where in U.S. (Card included) $9.95 ppd. Add $1.00 
W/of Miss. Write for free brochure. Send check or 


M/0 to: 
JEREMIAH J. THIBAULT 
RFD #2 Winchester, N. H. 03470 


MAILBOX MARKER, Model SM-20, $2.95 ppd. 
Your name, or any wording stands out brent day or 
night, on 'BOTH SIDES. Permanent, raised, white RE- 
FLECTORIZED letters (up to 16) on black background. 
100% rustproof aluminum construction lasts for years. 
Economical—you deal direct with factory. Easily in- 
stalled. Perfect for gifts. Prompt shipment. Money hack 
fete Catalog showing other style markers on 
reques d 


3 Stay “yl 
Camene TORIZED R 


IN JUST 14 MINUTE 


YOU CAN Electrify a flat wick 
foil lamp with a Gyro Queen 
Converter. Fits 114. Princess 
fits % screw opening. $2.25 
Es hs <a ee prepara, ae paints hand- 

ok a amp parts, efunde rst order, 
DEALERS—Send for Discount Prices. 

GYRO LAMP & SHADE CORP. 
5218Y N. W. 35th Ave., Miami, Florida 33142 


Order today from Starmetal 
Co., Dept. 42-36, Box 340, 
ind4aity Neptune, N. J. 07753. 


Island, farthest north land mass on the 
Arctic Ocean. 

For the physician-explorer’s wife, the 
message contained all she need know, 
and ended a tense wait of the 1909 sum- 
mer. Earlier in the year she had sold 
their Brooklyn home to raise money for 
a relief party to be sent to the Far North 
under the command of the Canadian 
explorer, Capt.. J. E.. Bernier teshiesdad 
not have any message from her husband 
by September, Marie Cook was prepared 
to accept the fact that he must have 
perished on the windswept polar ice. 

The other message from Copenhagen 
was to electrify the world: REACHED 
NOR-THSPOLE APRibeZ is lo0 sae live 
entire front page of the New York 
Herald was given to Dr. Cook’s account 
of how he had planted the American 
flag at the top of the world, the first 
man to conquer a Pole of the earth. In 
Europe, both royalty and scientists were 
preparing to honor the American doctor, 
who had made his way back from north- 
ern Greenland by a Danish ship. 

The excitement was the greatest that 
the Harpswell community had experi- 
enced since it became a_ turn-of-the- 
century favorite for summer residents, 
along with nearby Bailey and Orr’s 
Island (the latter familiar to many as 
the scene of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 
The Pearl of Orr’s Island). Yet the drama 
that was to begin here would soon have 
another chapter, and it would be played 


-out only a few miles from the place 


where Mrs. Cook received her message. 

As Mrs. Cook made her way back to 
Brooklyn with her small daughters, 
Helene and Ruth, another explorer’s 
wife waited at her home on Eagle Island, 
watching the waters of Casco Bay crash 
against the rugged shore of the Harps- 
well peninsula. The news of Dr. Cook’s 
triumph must have reacted much as the 
ocean breaking on the rocks for Jose- 
phine Peary, for her husband had also 
set out in quest of the North Pole in 
July of the year previous. It was the 
“last great geographical prize” to be at- 
tained by man, Robert Edwin Peary had 
declared. Yet no word had been heard 
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from him since his ship, the iron-clad 
Roosevelt, had been frozen into the ice 
at Cape Sheridan almost a year ago. 

It would not be until the weekend 
that Jo Peary would herself get a mes- 
sage. On Monday, a newspaperman from 
Portland rowed out to the island, which 
is two miles off the Harpswell coast. He 
told Mrs. Peary that her husband had 
arrived in Indian Harbour, Labrador, 
and had telegraphed to the world I 
Poe Veceiiee POLE, “APRIL. 6; 1909. 
Coming as it did on top of the Cook 
message, and cautious because of the 
many rumors circulating, Mrs. Peary 
was skeptical. “Well, I’m not going to 
celebrate. If he has reached the North 
Pole I'll get a mesage.” 

She did not have long to wait. Her 
daughter, Marie (the “Snowbaby,’” so 
dubbed because she had been the first 
white girl born above the Arctic Circle, 
on one of her father’s earlier Green- 
land expeditions), was announcing the 
arrival of yet another boat at the Eagle 
Island dock. It turned out to be Arthur 
Palmer, who ran the general store in 
South Harpswell and who also doubled 
as unofficial telegraph messenger, and 
with whom Jo Peary had made arrange- 
ments to deliver any word immediately. 

Now there was no question. HAVE 
MOT OOiwA Te GAST. I HAVE 
THE POLE. AM WELL, it declared, 
signed, BERT. 

Within another few days, the rivalry 
which had existed between two mem- 
bers of the small exploration fraternity 
exploded into a bitter controversy which 
has since been recognized as the greatest 
dispute ever to take place in the history 
of modern exploration and discovery. 
The Great North Pole Feud, which 
would wax hot until America’s entrance 
into World War I, was destined to 
affect the lives of many, among them 
the families of the two arctic explorers 
who were spending that fateful Maine 
summer at the tip of the Harpswell 
perimeter. There would be those who 
would say later that it brought about an 
early death for Robert E. Peary; but 
without a doubt it cast a shadow upon 


SUSAN BOOK 
. COFFEE 
TABLE 


Handsome, totally 
useful table in 2 
sizes! Coffee table 
holds books, records, 
magazines neat, titles 
visible, easily accessi- 
ble. Crafted of grained pine, with Ee ball bearing 
swivel. Honeytone pine or maple, antique pine or 
walnut finish. Both 16144”H, book area 1214”H. 36” 
dia. (100 book) $39.95; 24” dia. (40 book) $29.95. 
KITS: Simple assembly & fin. 36” $26.95; 24” 
$18.95. Exp. Chg. Col. 
BEAUTIFUL NEW FREE CATALOG-—1000 PIECES 
Finished and Kit Furniture in Friendly Pine 
Money-Back Guarantee VEEL HOUSE 


Not Sold In Stores 
Include Zip No. Dept. Y 12-9, North Conway, N.H. 03860 


NEW Don Kent 
WEATHER FORECAST CHART 


Check with the Weather Man — 
is he right? 


Use the Forecast Chart. A two-sided 


8Y2 x 11” chart—how to read the 
clouds, barometer—TELLS THE 
CHILL INDEX storm warnings—can 
be used in any area. $2.50 


DOROTHY and FRANKLIN WILDE 


99 Chauncy St., Boston, Mass. 02111 


MINIATURE 
GRANDMOTHER 
CLOCK 


fascinating for young and old in 

bright pretty colors with hand 

painted flowers. Made in West 

Germany. One-day key wind, 

swinging pendulum movement. 

Bottom door holds key. Stands up 

or may be wall hung. Comes with 

guarantee, gift boxed. 

Color choice: red, green, blue, 
yellow, orange, black, white, 
natural, mahogany or pink, 

8” high, 2/2” wide, 2” deep 


$790 postpaid 
R.1. residents add 5% sales tax. 


AURORA’S Portsmouth, 


R.I. 02871 Tel. 683-2663 
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BENN-BURRY DEERSKIN GLOVES 


These fine Deerskin 
Gloves are made from 
the pick of native 
skins. There is no 
warmth like Deerskin 
and they will last 
many cold winters. For 
yourself or great for 
Christmas gifts. Ladies 
unlined 6.95. Men’s 
unlined 7.50. Ladies 
lined 7.50. Men’s lined 
9.95. Ladies colors — 
Putty, black, camel, dk. 
brown and chestnut brown. Mens colors — Natu- 
ral, black, tan, chestnut brown. Ladies unlined 
sizes 6-8, all others S,M,L. Add 50¢€ pr. postage. 
Free catalogue. 


BENN-BURRY SHOP, Shaftsbury, Vt.05262 
rpee's 


Ur RUFFLED 


Zinnias 


3 Packets, 3 Best Colors 


$0 De 


Red, Pink and Yellow—giant 
5 to 6 in. blooms. The Zinnia 
style-setters! Easy to grow. 
Just sow seeds outdoors in 
spring. All 3 50c-Pkts. 25c. 


More Colors, $3 Value 
All 3 50c-Pkts. above PLUS 
giant $1.50 Packet $ 

of all colors mixed. 
$3.00 value postpaid 
Send 25cor$1 billatourrisk. 
Burpee Seed Catalog FREE. 
W. Atlee Burpee Co. ,'3960\Burpee Bldg. 
Phita.. ,Pa.19132 © Clinton, lowa 52732 ¢ Riverside, Cal. 92502 


| The PERFECT 


Christmas VERMON 
Gift for all SKIP-JUMPER 


ages! 


Rugged as the hills of Ver- 
mont. Made of the finest 
Vt. hardwoods: Twin steel 
runners full length, 16” 
high, 36” long overall. Will 
travel swiftly in any depth 
of snow—packed or powder 
—no sled can do this! 


First used 
many years 

ago by workmen 

cutting ski trails on 

our mountains. Revived 
today for young and old! 


Only $14.95 ppd. 

t. Residents 

Please Add 3% Tax 
uaranteed 
Satisfaction 


COLEMAN PRODUCTS, DEPT. 912 
ie Charlotte, Vt. 05445 
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the lives of Marie Cook and her chil- 
dren, who unknowingly were taking a 
train not only back to Brooklyn and 
eventual reunion with husband and 
father but into a bitter sea of contro- 
versy which eventually would force them 
to flee the country. 

Last September marked the 60th anni- 
versary of the rival announcements of 
the prior attainment of the North Pole. 
The Great North Pole Feud has died 
down, at times flared up again, but it 
has never been laid to rest. Polar’ sci- 
entists and geographers, armchair ex- 
plorers and modern ice travelers who 
have reached the mythical pinpoint on 
the top of the moving Arctic Ocean that 
was the passion which lured Cook and 
Peary have all entered the fray. Opinions 
have been made, judgments offered, and 
encyclopedias revised, but after half a 
century it is still impossible to prove or 
disprove that either man was in reason- 
able proximity to the geographical North 
Pole in 1908 or 1909. 

What has emerged is a set of circum- 
stantial evidence which has been propa- 
gated by the advocates of either a Cook 
or a Peary priority, leaving the contro- 
versy in the same limbo of uncertainty. 
Peary’s protagonists have been many and 
influential, and they have been success- 
ful in obtaining for the career naval 
engineer a qualified acceptance in the 
geographies, reference works, and _ar- 
chives of the United States. Dr. Cook 
has, over the years, been consigned to a 
disparaging footnote in books on polar 
exploration; but in recent years he has 
fared better at the hands of arctic ex- 


AVOID ICY SPILLS! 


Every winter thousands are hospitalized due to falls on ice and snow. 
Protect yourself with Ice Creepers. Fit men’s and women’s shoes. 
Worn with or without overshoes. Carry in pocket, purse, or car. Slip 


on or off .in seconds. 


Heavy gauge metal. 


A welcomed gift. $1.50 


pair, plus 25¢ pstg. & hdlg. No COD’s. Money back guarantee. 


ART STYLE CO. 


Box 23-G, Essex Sta. 
Boston, Mass. 02112 
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BOOKS for CHRISTMAS GIVING 


YANKEES UNDER SAIL 


—— 


... the reviewers are saying... 


e “A fascinating book!” 
Jim Morse Boston Herald-Traveler 
e “A beautiful example of publishing and 


printing . . . its a handsome book to be- 
hold and even better to read.” 


Dr. George Woodbury Manchester Union 
Leader 

@ “In the extreme, eye-catching!” 
Herbert Kenny Boston Globe 


The adventure, disaster, mystery and challenge of 
the age of sail brought to life in a collection of the 
best sea stories from Yankee Magazine. 


The Skippers and Seamen « The Vessels « Adventure 
Disaster * Whaling ¢ Mystery America’s Cup 
Shipbuilding 


Clothbound, 256 pages, 9” x 12” duotone colors 


ONLY $12.50 Ppd. Satisfaction Guaranteed 


THAT NEW ENGLAND 


The Perfect “Special” Christmas Gift 


A collection of historic, beautiful, unique, 
New England photographs taken from 50 
to 100 years ago. 


Compiled by the Editors of YANKEE 


These scenes (more than 225 of them) of 
the “5:15,” horse drawn trolleys, whales, 
1870 Easter bonnets, the one horse shay, 
covered bridges that are no more, the last 
Connecticut River drive, etc., etc., will 
never be photographed again. They no 
longer exist! 


Clothbound, 192 pages, 9” x 12” duotone colors 


ONLY $12.50 Ppd. Satisfaction Guaranteed 


The perfect gift. Donate a memorial copy to your local library. 


Please send check or money order to: YANKEE, INC., Dept. B51, Dublin, N.H. 03444 
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‘Get FREE GIFT CATALOG Famous 


> > SARANAC Gloves 


: =) Deerskin & Leather Products 
««. Illustrated here, SARANAC’S famous 2-in-1 Gloves. 


“i Excellent for casual wear, driving, winter sports. 


® i > 


Heavy, very long-wearing, genuine buckskin. (Sup- 
ple even after washing). Warm, removable wool 
liner. Adjustable wrist strap. GREAT FOR GIFTS! 
aviaie: Men: S,M,L, XL. Ladies: S, M, L. Natural, 
Black, Brown. $10.95. Add 75¢ postage, insurance, 


handling. SARANAC GLOVE CO., Littleton, N. H. 


NEW Stack ’N Snack 
Table-Sets 
guaranteed 


ht.15” dia.t7” 
#18 RBN—New look Bull 
nose moulding. 
Colors: Walnut Woodgrain, 


high-pressure laminated 
plastic resists burning ciga- 
rettes, stains, alcohol, dents, 
scrapes and scratches. Wipes 


clean with a damp cloth Roma Marble, Maple 
e comes up smiling Weight: 20 Ibs. each 3- 
without a blemish. Never piece set 


Shipped Postpaid $23.95 


K. J. HENNING 
Harrison, New York 10528 


needs refinishing. 


87 Halstead Ave. 


UNIQUE DECORATIVE 


CLAM BASKETS 
3 SIZES 
4” x 5” x 21%” deep $2.00 
551i,” x oa x0” deep 2.75 
616” x 7%” x 4%” deep 3.75 
Add .50 postage 


Send for Catalog of Nautical and 
crafted gifts. Cruise around our 
shop at 18 Holmes St. which is 
Open until Christmas. Opening 
Memorial Day. 


The SHIP’S HOLD 
P. 0. Box 385 
Mystic, Conn. 06355 


3 EXCITING WAYS 
TO FEED THE BIRDS 


1. Automatic small _ bird 
feeder (Redwood) has ad- 
justable spring controlled 
perch that lets you select 
birds you feed. Holds week’s 
supply of seed, fills easily. 
Hang or pole mount. $8.98 
plus 50¢ postage. 2. Suet 


feeder designed to permit 
all around feeding and eat- 
ing of all the suet. Easy 
filling. Weather protected. 
12” high. 4” diam, $2.50 
plus 25¢ postage. 3. Dough- 
nut feeder, new and un- 


usual feeder uses dough- 
nuts as food for the birds. 
Spring loaded perch, clear 
plastic cover keeps out larg- 
er birds. 6” $1.98 


high. 
plus - 


25¢ postage, 
Free catalog. 


FOREST INDUSTRIES, 
P.O. Box 597, 
YM-12, Hyannis, Mass. 


SE TI TN PLAIN LEE SEAS NTT LEB FE EAB S PEAT ANAM ACTED DLL ESOT TI. 
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YE OLDE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WELL BUCKETS 


Constructed with 1” 
tongue & groove 
staves. Heavy wire 
hoops. Unfinished but 
sanded. Inside meas- 
urements 91” x 91/2” about 10 dt. size. 

Well bucket postpaid $7.50 

Well bucket with 6” legs. ppd. $9.50 

Sorry—no catalog. White pine kegs, buckets, pails 
constructed with painstaking effort since 1870. 


Visit KENNEDY COOPERAGE 
(A Mill Store by the factory.) 

P.O. Box 25, Fremont, New Hampshire 03044 
Owned & operated by Kennedy Bros., Vergennes, Vt. 
Tel. (603) 895-3346 
Located on State Route #107 


HOOKED RUG PATTERNS 


Send for our illustrated catalog showing 
202 photographs of finished rugs. Price 
$1.00 postpaid. 


HEIRLOOM RUGS 


54 Irving Avenue Providence, R.i. 02906 


Hand-Crafted Master pieces 
of Sterling Silver 


Wide Bracelet $16.50, Ring $12.50 

Narrow Bracelet $12.50, Ring $10.00 

Enclose 50¢ to cover postage & handling 
Each piece individually made by 


ALBERT C. M. OCHS 
Custom Jeweler 
Box 162 New Boston, N.H. 03070 
! will make jewelry to your specifications 
Call 603-874-2434 for an appointment 
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plorers and historians in Canada and 
Europe, where many observers had 
looked with horror upon the contro- 
versy as “a dismal and undignified 
episode.” 

The controversy was revived recently 
when two men who had led undisputed 
over-ice expeditions to the Pole—the 
first since Cook and Peary—offered their 
own opinions. Ralph Plaistead, who 
reached the Pole by snowmobile, ex- 
pressed his doubt that Peary had made 
it. And Wally Herbert, the British com- 
mander of a four-man party that com- 
pleted the first trans-Arctic walk over 
the polar ice cap from Alaska to Spitz- 
bergen via the Pole, suggested that 
Cook’s pioneer account was credible. 

Author-explorer Theon Wright may 
have heated it up further with the re- 
cent publication of his book, The Big 
Nail (Greenland Eskimos envisioned the 
“Pole” the white man sought as a huge 
iron spike driven into the crust of the 
earth). His review of the feud has been 
like a historical detective story—seeking 
to reconstruct both the rival quests for 
the Pole and the subsequent contro- 
versy. “No reasonable solution to the 
mystery could be arrived at,” Wright 
declares, “without an understanding of 
motivating factors—the psychology of 
the two men—that controlled their be- 
havior.” 

His conclusions may only bring addi- 
tional controversy to the smouldering 
dispute, but they have offered a fresh 
perspective in which to judge the merits 
of the two accounts. It is also necessary 
to recall the climate in the United States 
as that first decade of this century was 
drawing to a close. While as a nation 
America had not yet attained world 
leadership stature, it was moving in that 
direction. The Great White Fleet had 
sailed around the world, President ‘Theo- 
dore Roosevelt had announced his “big 
stick” diplomacy, and a young, surging 
nation fresh from the first taste of world 
imperialism in a quick and “splendid” 
Spanish-American War now sought addi- 
tional world attention and recognition. 

It was logical, then, that many Ameri- 


| BUIL 


SinerSkate 
2 MERE TG / 
CHRISTMAS SHOP 


This natural colored flocked deer family, made in Western 
Germany, will make a wonderful addition to any winter 
sehie. Height varies from 2” to 5/2”—set of 3 $3.98 post- 
paid, 


4 Sorry, no catalogue 
Exit 74, Conn. Turnpike—Main St., Niantic, Conn. 06357 
P.0. Box 492 (Y12) 
Open Tues. through Sun. {1-5—Closed Mondays 


CYCLE” 


® Ideal Safe Toy for 
Tots and Children 


® Quality made with 
Solid N.E. Hardwood 
Construction 


® Bright Durable 
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cans would see extension of this great- 
ness a symbolic act of planting the Stars 
and Stripes at the top of the world. 
Robert E. Peary had been told that he 
was the “man for the job” by no less 
than T.R. himself, who came aboard the 
Roosevelt at Oyster Bay as it sailed for 
the Arctic on Peary’s last expedition. 


“Bully for Peary!” was T.R.’s benedic-. 


tion. “He was not merely a product of 
this era of arrogance,” Wright declares, 
“he was a personification of it!” 

Cook could not have been a more 
contrasting rival for the race to the 
Pole. He was unassuming, a doctor 
afield who was comfortable in the com- 
pany of both sophisticated men _ of 
finance or the savage “Arctic High- 
landers” of northernmost Greenland. 
That he was unprepared to wage com- 
bat in the ruthless era of circulation 
journalism which characterized _pre- 
World War I American opinion-making 
was soon apparent when Peary’s friends 
assaulted not only the story of his prior 
polar attainment, but his character and 
integrity. ‘The result was that in the 
minds of many Americans he was at best 
a confused romantic, at worst a geo- 
graphic charlatan and monumental 
hoaxer. 

Actually, their early lives had many 
parallels. Peary was born in Cresson, 
Pennsylvania, in 1856, later moving to 
Maine with his widowed mother and 
attending Bowdoin College at Bruns- 
wick. As a boy he sailed Casco Bay and 
explored Eagle Island, determining that 
one day he would own it and build his 
own home facing the Atlantic storms. 
Becoming a civil engineer with the U.S. 
Navy, he went to Nicaragua on two 
canal surveys and made his first voyage 
to the Arctic in 1886. The conquest of 
the North Pole soon became a personal 
manifest destiny, telling T.R. as he left 
on his last expedition that “this was the 
work for which God Almighty intended 
Mer 

Cook was nine years Peary’s junior, 
born in the Catskills hamlet of Cali- 
coon, in 1865. His father, a German 
immigrant physician who served in the 


Civil War, died when he was five and 
the family moved to Brooklyn. Cook 
worked his way through the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons at New York 
University and went to the Arctic with 
Peary for the first time in 1891. Later 
he wintered in the Antarctic, thus be- 
coming the first American to be an 
active explorer of both polar regions. 
Yet he was the antithesis of early 20th 
century American expansionism: trust- 
ing, naive in many respects, he lived 
outside the “establishment” of his day. 
“He represented no great body of sa- 
vants and no consortium of wealthy 
interests,” writes Canadian author Far- 
ley Mowat, “his methods were insult- 
ingly simple and he represented the 
wrong set of values.” 

The bitter brawl over the North Pole 
began with Peary’s famous cablegram, 
after he was urged to challenge Cook’s 
priority: “he has handed the public a 
gold brick!” The controversy went into 
an initial heated war of words with the 
rival New York Times (Peary) and 
Herald (Cook) providing a daily diet of 
defamation. Geographic societies award- 
ed gold medals to both claimants and 
the University of Copenhagen announced 
it would rule on Cook’s records. ‘The 
doctor lost the first round when the 
university announced a “not proven” 
verdict, but Cook supporters pointed 
out that they had not rescinded their 
medal and honorary degree awarded for 
the attainment, and Peary’s records had 
not been given a scientific scrutiny. 

Historians generally acknowledge that 
the hapless Cook was the victim of a 
well-managed press campaign, which in- 
cluded a forged confession published in 
an article under his name in the widely 
circulated Hampton’s magazine. He was 
hounded to South America and Europe 
with his family in 1910-11 but returned 
to press his claims for priority discovery 
of the Pole with publication of his book 
(My Attainment of the Pole; Peary’s was 
The North Pole) and a lecture circuit 
on the Chautauqua. While several Ger- 
man geographers and many prominent 
polar explorers, including Roald Amund- 
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sen, supported him, he failed to con- 
vince American scientific opinion. While 
the public was sympathetic, the renewed 
controversy was eclipsed by American 
entry into the European war and the 
congressional investigation sought by 
Cook backers was dropped. 

“There are those who believe that 
such an investigation might have turned 
out in Cook’s favor,’ writes McGill 
University geography professor Trevor 
Lloyd, “and might also have thrown 
considerable doubt on Peary’s claims, 
although Cook himself never challenged 
them.” Characteristically, Cook advised 
Congress that he had no objections to a 
bill to retire Peary from Navy service 
with a Rear Admiralcy and pension for 
his polar journey. Congress, however, 
refused to cite Peary as the “discoverer” 
of the Pole. 

The controversy hurt Peary deeply, 
and he refused many public appear- 
ances because he felt that his work had 
been not only rejected but questioned. 
Once he had stalked out of a_ public 
lecture in a church near Pittsburgh 
when Dr. Cook confronted him on the 
stage. With his family he sought refuge 
on Eagle Island. It was, indeed, the 
“Promised Land” he had often de- 
scribed: the Atlantic wind would whip 
the Casco Bay waters into a choppy sea, 
which. would smash against the rocky 
promontory on the island’s northerly 
point, where he had built the home of 
his boyhood dreams. A superb view of 
the Atlantic was offered from the living 
room, which was replete with the tro- 
phies of Peary’s generation of arctic 
travels—polar bear rugs, foxskins, mount- 
ed heads of bear, seal, musk ox. 

There, on their beloved Eagle Island, 
Peary and his family spent the last sum- 
mer together in 1919. A few months 
later he would be dead at 64. ‘The public 
debate may or may not have hastened 
his death, but Peary wrote during the 
controversy of the “. . . nightmare of 
misrepresentation, animosity, insult and 
now of wrangling and haggling’? which 
made the acclaim he believed he should 
have enjoyed an anticlimatic thing. Of 
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Cook he would not speak, although his 
former shipmate and fellow explorer 
had fallen upon bad times. The doctor 
was to outlive Peary by 20 years, never 
to renounce his conviction that he had 
been the first to reach the Pole—fully 
one year before his rival claimant to 
discovery. 

Cook’s wanderlust precluded any per- 
sonal refuge on the Maine coast or any- 
where else. He went on expeditions to 
Borneo and the Himalayas, became a 
geologist in Wyoming, and was involved 
in oil promotion in Texas. Here, in 
1923, he was convicted of using the 
mails to promote questionable oil stock 
and subsequently spent seven years in 
prison. (Ironically, his ‘‘worthless oil 
lands” turned into gushers during the 
years he spent in Leavenworth.) A few 
months before he died, President Frank- 
lin Roosevelt granted him an uncondi- 
tional pardon. Ironical also is the fact 
that while Cook was in Leavenworth 
prison the first of several European 
atlases and books on polar history were 
published, acknowledging his priority of 
discovery. 

The relics of the rival polar con- 
quests and of the explorers themselves 
are scattered throughout the  north- 
eastern states, many of them in New 
England. Peary was buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery, where a massive 
stone globe marks his grave. In a niche 
at historic Forest Lawn Cemetery in 
Buffalo, New York, the ashes of Dr. 
Cook may be found with some of the 
medals awarded him for his expeditions. 
A heroic life-sized statue of Peary with 
an Eskimo dog stands in a park near 
his birthplace at Cresson. In 1965, on 
the occasion of the centenary of Cook’s 
birth, the town fathers in Calicoon 
erected a simple state marker on _ his 
birthsite, with the cautious inscription 
“Pioneer American Explorer, Arctic and 
Antarctic.” 

The Peary homestead on Eagle Island 
has been given to the State of Maine as 
a historic site, where his possessions will 
be on display in a permanent museum. 
A few miles north, at Peary’s Alma 
Mater, Bowdoin College has established 
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the Peary-MacMillan Arctic Museum, 
where other mementos of their expedi- 
tions may be seen. Donald B. MacMillan, 
another Bowdoin graduate, was with 
Peary on his last expedition and later 
became a polar explorer in his own 
right. Still erect at 94, “Mac” lives in 
the home in which he was born—at 
Provincetown, Massachusetts. The mu- 
seum at the foot of the Pilgrim Me- 
morial there contains additional arctic 
memorabilia. The last survivor of the 
Peary expedition is still bitter about the 
Cook claim: he wrote to officials in New 
York State four years ago protesting the 
legislative resolution which had me- 
morialized the physician-Pole claimant 
born in the Catskills. 

Another famed adopted son of New 
England has established the most ex- 
tensive library and center of polar ar- 
chives in the United States at Hanover, 
New Hampshire. There, in famous 
Baker Memorial Library on the Dart- 
mouth campus, the collection of the 
late Vilhjalmur Stefansson has many of 
the papers and documents tracing the 
Cook-Peary confrontation. He was the 
last of the classic arctic explorers, who 
used dogs and sleds to extend the map 
and the limits of human knowledge in 
the Far North. 

The New England seafaring tradition 
had played an important part in the 
American story of exploration and dis- 
covery of the frozen High Arctic. Begin- 
ning with Dr. Elisha Kent Kane and 
Isaac Hayes, Charles Francis Hall and 
Gen. A. W. Greeley, through the Cook 
and Peary era, Boston and Gloucester 
seamen have manned the ships and 
charted them through the treacherous 
ice floes that have been the graveyard 
for countless expeditions. 

History is not the exclusive province 
of the historians, and it may be that, as 
Oscar Wilde instructs, the only duty we 
have to it is to rewrite it. Whatever the 
final verdict in the court of historical 
geography, they will still be able to re- 
cord that this greatest controversy in the 
annals of exploration began at that un- 
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Mi ALTHOUGH WE HAD BEEN IN MOULTON- 
boro and in Wolfeboro, New Hamp- 
shire, many times, we had never taken 
Route 109 between the two until this 
fall, when Mrs. Katherine B. Gillett of 
Sanbornville told us a good deal about 
The Hansel and Gretel Shop in Melvin 
Village—which lies about half way be- 
tween the above-mentioned ’boros—and 
we went by for a visit too. A lollypop 
fence surrounding the “Witch’s: House” 
is the eye-catcher here, and the motif is 
repeated around a fishin’ pool within 
the shop. 

The Witch’s House, shaped like an 
old-fashioned corn crib, was the first 
shop unit constructed when Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Wright began business 
some 16 years ago. In only a couple of 
years, this area became too small and 
the Wrights themselves needed a place 
to live. A home was built to the rear 
of the Witch’s House—with shop expan- 
sion in mind; in a year, even this 
planned expansion proved inadequate 
and the entire front part of the house 
became shop. Don Wright built a bridge 
lrom the newly expanded shop to the 
Witch’s House, and excavated a shal- 
low pool under it. 

‘This outdoor pool was “stocked” with 
plastic fish and a child could “rent” a 
rod and reel. When he hooked a fish 
and brought it to the checkout counter, 
he received a prize. Now the pool, re- 
located within-doors, serves in a similar 
Way. 
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Until about three years ago The Han- 
sel and Gretel Shop was strictly a family 
business. As they grew up, the Wrights’ 
three daughters worked in the shop dur- 
ing summer vacations. One year, Wendy, 
the oldest, designed and made an attrac- 
tive line of dresses for girls and young 
women. Following that she studied in 
Paris and has now gone on to her own 
career as fashion designer. Noel was 
cashier, and Kathleen handled the candy 
department. Now Noel is married, and 
Kathleen is in college, but spends her 
summer vacations as stock clerk. Young 
women from Melvin Village help out 
during July and August—the months 
when the shop is open from ten o'clock 
in the morning to ten o’clock at night, 
seven days a week. From Labor Day un- 
til the day before Christmas it is 
open only during the day. On Christ- 
mas Day, The Hansel and Gretel Shop 
closes and the Wrights take a much- 
needed vacation. But by April 19 the 
shop is opened again for weekends till 
May 30, when it reopens for full day- 
time hours. 

Atethe present time, the® littlevold 
Witch’s House is just another room of 
the main shop. In fact, several attrac- 
tively arranged little rooms open off a 
plaza around the pool, each with its own 
specialty, to form ‘a village” of shops. 

It’s a fun place and we think you 
will find it a pleasant experience to 
move from room to room in this well- 
organized arrangement. So if you can’t 
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